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By fcll.ES EATSBOEM 
Bureau Chief 
WASHINGTON — 
New York Sen. Al- 
fonse D'Amato ac- 
cused CIA Director 
William Casey yes- 
terday of covering up 
the Soviet-Bulgarian 
connection of the plot 
to kill the Pope. . 

In a telephone interview 
with The Post upon hte re- 
turn from Rome, D’Amato 
revealed that Italian m»- 
thoritics told him they 
were “shocked” by the 
way the CIA was trying to 
“obstruct and deflect" the 
investigation o! the BuV 
. '.rci'in r (Vc^-'.ih'vn to ike 
iasasain itkw* a'd crept ■ 

"I vm s told that the CIA ; 
is vising ■ diskdtormsittcai 
nrtd all sorts of other tac- 
tics to divert, dissuade. 

and actually block this in- ^ 
vestlgatlon,” he said. 

Asked If he was suggest- 
ing that Casey himself is 
involved In a covensp, 
D'Amato said "Yes.” 

D'Amato also said U-S. 
Embassy officials , in 
Rome did everything 


they could to 'prevent 
him from iavestigutiwg , 
the matter Mmselt 
He said U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Mas-; Raab asnt him. 

\ R. telegram before he left' 

, saying “Don’t Come.” . .. 

D’Amato also said a 
; staffer on the Seuate Intel- 
ligence Committee v/aa 
. prevented from ffolng 
with him on the trip be- 
cause of CIA pressure. 

“And while X was there l 

■ had to scratch, stumble 
v and flght for everything” . 
t. He. said be -would cosa- 

; plain . personally to 

Pre-dd-irA Reagan 
National Security Ad- „ 

' -yt * William Clara 
about his Stodtag'n. 

■ "it’s very suspicious. It j 
smells of a eoverup.” ■ r 

, D’Amato’a statement 
.comes on a day 
'-was revealed that Preai- , 
’ deaf Reagan, hunsew 
called Casey on the car- 
pet for the CIA’s mishan- 
dling of the case- 
But other sources said 
the CIA made the deci- 
sion to stymie the probe 
in Casey's absence. 


The (HA’s General 
Counsel Stanley Sporkin 
reportedly told Euro- 
: peaa field agents to drop 
the matter after he 
checked with officials at 
the State Dept. 

Many officials at the 
' State Dept, are anticipat- 
ing a summit meeting 
between Reagan and 
Soviet strongman Yuri 
Andropov — the ex-KGB 

chief suspected of being 5 
the mastermind of the 
plot — and do not want 
to antagonise him with a 
strong pursuit of the as- 
i sassination attempt. 

• But D’Amato said he 
i. was told by Italian cub 
i ekda there is strong svi- 
? denee of dtaset llstsa ro- 
r tween the Soviet-con-. 

trolled Bulgarian Secret 
- Service and the plot to kill 
the Pope, despite CIA 
T claims that Turkish gun- 
liman Mehtuet Ali Agca 
was insane or lied to coop- 
erate with Italian police.^ __ 
He revealed there 1% ' 
other evidence that the 
Bulgarians are using' Ital- , 

ian agents in a plot to dis- 
credit Keen Walesa, 

: leader of the banned Soli- 
darity Union in Poland, 
and that the Bulgarians 
' 0xe masterminding a 


huge gun-running and 
heroin-smuggling opera- 
tion involving- the Sicilian 
Mafia and Turkish busi- 
nessmen 
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